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Pump Oil Secondary Containment Trays
Hazards: Spills, Odors
Pumps are used on various pieces of lab equipment such as glove boxes. Many types of pumps contain contaminated oil. The pumps are placed inside a tray to contain any oil leaks. During a recent hazardous waste inspection, it was identified that the oil leaks are considered “spills” and must be cleaned up daily.  LBNL PUB-3092 “Waste Generator Guidelines” identifies requirements for collection and storage of hazardous wastes: http://www2.lbl.gov/ehs/waste/wm_pub_3092.shtml
In summary, pump oil leaks must be managed as follows:
1. Keep pumps in good condition. Repair or replace if they are leaking.
2. The pump secondary containment tray must be free of liquid oil.
3. In the event that there is an oil leak, inspect and cleanup daily. The wipes used to cleanup the oil must be placed into a sealed bag and labeled as “hazardous waste”. 
4. When adding oil to a pump, cleanup any spillage immediately and properly dispose of the wipes as hazardous waste.
5. When using absorbent pads for collecting oil residue from funnels and other transfer devices, properly dispose once completed. Do not leave them in the tray.
If you have questions regarding storage and collection of hazardous wastes in your lab area, contact your supervisor or the ETA Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz, at X8137.
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