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Inspect for Damaged Power Cords
[bookmark: _GoBack]During an electrical equipment inspection of a glove box, a heavily damaged electrical cord was identified connected to a vacuum pump. The cord was damaged on both ends and the insulation was cracked along its entire length. The cord was also too short resulting in a bend at the plug. Obviously, this cord had been in use for a long period of time and its condition escaped notice. Once identified, the cord was removed and replaced with a new and longer cord that had the correct connection to the pump. 
This type of cord was readily available through the eBuy purchasing system at a reasonable cost. Please take a few minutes and inspect your work areas for damaged cords. Immediately replace any cords that are damaged or are not long enough for the required use. The following link includes a list of available cords that can be purchased: Grainger Approved Power Cords
The following information should be considered when inspecting your areas for damaged cords:
1. Look at all wiring associated with your equipment. Look for any damaged insulation that is cracked or has exposed electrical wires. Do not touch the damaged areas! Immediately take damaged cords out of service and replace.
2. Look for cords that are too short and have tension causing kinks or bends. There is likely damage inside the cord. Immediately replace with a longer cord. 
3. Do not use extension cords. These are only for temporary use with portable equipment.
4. Do not attempt to repair a damaged cord. Use of electrical tape to cover cracks or tears in insulation is not acceptable. Purchase a replacement cord instead.
5. In the event that a damaged cord is hard wired, a qualified electrician must be contacted to make the repair. Submit a Facilities Work Request for assistance.
6. All electrical cords must be listed by a Nationally Recognized Testing Lab (NRTL) such as Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL). The listing is usually printed on the cord.
If you have any questions about replacing damaged electrical cords, contact the ETA Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz X8137 or the ETA Electrical Safety Officer (ESO), Ari Harding X2566.
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