March 20, 2014Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sink Drain Chemical Restrictions
Many of the EETD lab areas contain one or more sinks. Each sink drains into the sanitary sewer system. There are restrictions about what can be discharged into the drains. Failure to follow these restrictions can result in serious violation notices and fines from the sewer authorities. In addition, pouring hazardous materials into the drains can result in damage to the sewer drains, unusual odors in lab areas, and even dangerous chemical reactions. See PUB-3000 Chapter 20 "Waste Management" and PUB-3000 Chapter 55 "Sanitary Sewer Program" for further information on proper disposal of hazardous materials and sewage discharge requirements.
Some of the types of chemicals that are restricted from discharge into the sink drains are:
· pH <5.5 or >12.4
· Arsenic, Cadmium, Chromium, Copper, Iron, Lead, Nickel, Silver, Zinc
· Mercury and Beryllium
· Cyanide
· Phenols
· Oil and Grease
· Solvents (examples: Acetone, Isopropyl Alcohol, Benzene, Methanol, Naphthalene, Acrylonitrile, Ethyl benzene, Ethyl ether, Ethyl acetate, Toluene, etc.)
· Chlorinated Solvents (examples: Chloroform, Dichlorobenzene, Trichloroethylene, Dichloromethane, etc.)
All sinks should have a “WARNING- Do Not Dispose” label affixed near the sink as a reminder (see photo). Do not store hazardous materials or samples in the sinks. Even seemingly small quantities of hazardous materials can have a significant impact on the sanitary sewer. 
If you have any questions regarding use of lab area sink drains or how to dispose of a chemical, please call the Division Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz X8137. You can also contact our Waste Generator Assistant, Amy Tanouye at X6896. In the event that a restricted item is accidentally discharged into a sink, immediately call X6999 to report. You should also notify Robert Fox of the EHS Environmental Services Group at X7327.
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