April 18, 2013Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

RETURN OF EMPTY GAS CYLINDERS
There were a number of very old gas cylinders identified near Buildings 60, 70, and 71 belonging to EETD. A few had missing valve caps and identification labels. We recently performed a cleanout of gas cylinders and ended up returning over 100 cylinders! There are a number of reasons why we ended up with so many cylinders, but one of the primary causes was a lack of clear guidance on how to get empties picked up. It also wasn’t very clear which cylinders were empty and which were still in use.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The following are some lessons learned that you should be aware of so that we don’t end up with so many old cylinders in the future:
1. A list of gas cylinder vendors, contact numbers, and their return requirements has been compiled. This list is now available on the EETD Safety website: http://eetd-ehs.lbl.gov/content/hazardous-materials-and-waste
2. When a cylinder is empty or needs to be returned, clearly mark it as “empty”. This can be with an affixed “empty” tag or simply use a piece of tape and write “empty” or “MT” on it.
3. Place empty cylinders in the designated “empty cylinder” rack. Vendors such as Praxair and Airgas are on-site regularly and will remove these cylinders for us.
4. All gas cylinders need to have the main valve cap securely affixed. Keep the cap near the cylinder when in use so it doesn’t get misplaced. For missing caps, contact the vendor for replacements.
5. Keep cylinders from outdoor exposures over long periods of time. The weather causes important labels to fade or peel off. Cylinders for return must have all required Department of Transportation hazard labels affixed.
If you have any questions about empty gas cylinder return or have a cylinder that you need help returning, please contact the EETD Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz at (510) 495-8137.
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