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SAFETY ALERT

Common Hazardous Waste Labeling Issues
During a recent quarterly Satellite Accumulation Area (SAA) inspection of EETD lab areas, some common hazardous waste label discrepancies were identified. It is important that the red hazardous waste labels are completed properly and completely in order to maintain compliance with strict regulations. Here are some items to keep in mind for your SAA:
1. All waste containers that contain hazardous waste must have a red “Hazardous Waste” label affixed. This includes plastic bags containing contaminated wipes or vials.
2. Always use a permanent marker such as a “Sharpie” when filling out the label. Ink that becomes runny or illegible is not acceptable. Position the label so that it doesn’t come in contact with drips of solvent waste.
3. The “Contents” description must be specific. Generic terms such as “waste solvent” or “contaminated wipes” are not acceptable. Include chemical names of the two to three most common constituents.
4. Chemical formulas are not acceptable in the contents description. The chemical name must be written out. For example, use “Potassium Hydroxide” rather than “KOH”.
5. Make sure the accumulation start date is placed in the correct space. Put the date in the “SAA Start Date” space and NOT the “WAA Received or Accumulation Start Date” space. 
6. Make sure the accumulation date is never more than 9 months (275 days). Check your SAA regularly and have wastes picked up before the accumulation date is exceeded.
7. Use the correct Hazardous Property on the label. 
a. Waste oil, oily wipes, and combustible liquids, should be marked as “Other” or “Toxic” and NOT considered “Ignitable”.
b. Only liquids with a flashpoint <140F, readily flammable solids (lithium, metal hydrides), and oxidizers should be marked as “Ignitable”.  Regular solvent contaminated wipes are NOT considered ignitable.
c. Wipes contaminated with corrosives should be marked as “Other” or “Toxic” rather than “Corrosive” as these are solid and not a corrosive liquid.
A new hazardous waste labeling software program is now available to EETD. It allows each lab to keep an inventory of their particular labels and print them out. Testing of this system has demonstrated increased SAA waste labeling compliance. Please let Ron Scholtz, Division EHS Manager, know if you are interested in implementing this in your area.
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