June 28, 2012Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

SHARPS (NEEDLE) SAFETY
[bookmark: _GoBack]During a recent lab area safety walkthrough, an unsecured sharp (needle) was identified that could have easily caused a needle stick injury to anyone reaching inside the lab hood. This “near miss” incident warrants a division-wide reminder about sharps safety.
[image: ]Uncapped needle tip pointing up where hand or arm can easily make contact.

The following precautions must be followed when using sharps:
1. Use needles or syringes only when there is no other alternative.
2. Use syringes that re-sheathe the needle or select a needless system for the task whenever possible.
3. Always cap needles and syringes when not in use. 
4. Always properly store needles and syringes. They must not be left in drawers or toolboxes where someone can reach in and get injured. Any storage should be clearly identified.
5. Needles must not be bent, sheared, broken, or removed from disposable syringes.
6. Syringes or needles used for biological samples should not be recapped, but rather disposed after each use. 
7. Promptly dispose of sharps in a designated sharps disposal container.
8. Use of sharps must be addressed on an individuals’ JHA to be authorized to use the tool.
9. A mechanical capping device is available. This holds the cap while the needle is inserted. Go to: http://www.medidose.com/needlesafeii-4.aspx

[image: ]

10. If re-sheathing or mechanical re-capping devices are not an option, use the “one-handed scoop method” for capping sharps. Place the cap on the bench top and “scoop” it up with the sharp, keeping your free hand out of the way.
           [image: ]               [image: ]            [image: ]

11. In the event that a needle stick occurs, immediately seek first aid through Health Services by calling X6266. The injury may seem minor, but it is important that medical attention is given and that the incident is properly documented.
Spot checks of EETD lab areas for proper usage of sharps, knifes, razor blades and other activities that can result in cuts or needle sticks will continue. Issues identified will be brought to the attention of the lab owner as well as the department head for prompt corrective action.
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