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SAFETY ALERT

RAZOR BLADE AND CUTTING TOOL SAFETY TIPS: CUT PREVENTION
EETD personnel have recently experienced several serious cut injuries due to improper use of single edge razor blades and other improper cutting tools. Use of single edge razor blades should be avoided if at all possible. Alternative tools such as safety knives with auto-retractable blades, scissors, box cutters, or diagonal cutters should be used instead.
 In the event that use of a single edge razor blade is absolutely necessary, here are some safety tips to help prevent cut injuries:
· Plan the task. Consider other tool choices before using a razor or other sharp cutting tool. Many times, a specific tool is made for a given task. If a proper tool is not available in the immediate work area, consider getting one from an adjacent work area before using a razor blade.
· Use the blade only once. Promptly dispose the blade after use in a designated (non-regulated) sharps disposal container rather than storing exposed razors on work surfaces.
· If you must use a razor blade, place the blade into a blade holder to give more control.
· Don’t hold the object being cut in your hand. Firmly secure on a work surface with appropriate equipment. Use a designated cutting mat for frequent cutting jobs.
· Do not cut with the sharp edge towards you or your fingers. Cut away from your body.
· Never leave loose razor blades on tables or bench tops. 
· Do not leave sharp knives, needles and razor blades loose in drawers or toolboxes. Someone might reach in and get injured!
A short presentation has been developed for “On the Job Training” of EETD personnel. It is being included with this Safety Alert for your use. In addition, there are a number of alternative cutting tools available. One source can be found at the following website: http://www.safecutters.com/
            [image: http://www.killyourclutter.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/razor-blade.jpg]                 [image: IMG_1429.jpg]                                       
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




