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Multiple Outlet Strip Safety  
Hazards: Electrical Shock, Fire, Trip/Fall
[bookmark: _GoBack]Multiple outlet strips are commonly used in office and lab areas for plugging in several pieces of electrical equipment simultaneously. However, if used improperly, multiple outlet strips can cause electrical shocks, fires, and trip/fall injuries. There are some basic precautions that we should follow both at work and at home when using multiple outlet strips:
1. Use only Nationally Recognized Testing Lab (NRTL) approved multiple outlet strips. Custom fabricated multiple outlet strips are not permitted.
2. Multiple outlet strips are for indoor use only. Do not use outdoors where they can become exposed to wet/damp conditions. In addition, do not place multiple outlet strips inside lab area fume hoods. Keep power strips away from surfaces that are subject to spills or flooding.
3. Do not exceed the rated amperage of the multiple power strip. High current equipment such as space heaters, hot plates, refrigerators, and microwaves should be plugged directly into a wall receptacle.
4. Do not “daisy-chain” multiple outlet strips together (i.e., plug one into another). This can result in overloading of the circuit and a possible fire.
5. Do not permanently mount multiple power strips. They may be hung from a screw or hook if slots/keyholes are provided by the manufacturer. Velcro can also be used so long as a tool is not required to remove the power strip.
6. Prior to using a multiple power strip, always inspect it for damage such as cracks, frayed wires, or defective plug. If damaged, immediately remove from service and discard. Spliced or modified electrical cords are not acceptable. Only Qualified Electrical Workers (QEW) may make repairs.
7. Do not run power strip cords through doors, ceilings, windows, and holes in walls, under rugs or carpet. This prevents damage to the cord as well as trip hazards.
For further information regarding use of electrical equipment such as extension cords, go to the LBNL Electrical Safety Manual located at: http://electricalsafety.lbl.gov/electrical-safety/electrical-safety-program-esp/.  If you should have any questions please contact the ETA Safety Manager at X8137. 
