October 21, 2013Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

Old Plastic Chemical Containers Can Become Brittle
Recent sample clean-out efforts in EETD lab areas have revealed a potential hazard regarding old plastic containers that can become brittle and shatter when handled. Some plastic containers found were unused but very old and shattered when only a little pressure was applied. Even more significant, were several degraded plastic containers containing hazardous chemicals that shattered/punctured with only a slight touch. This includes several “squeeze bottles”. This could result in a serious chemical exposure to personnel.
In order to reduce the likelihood of encountering brittle plastic containers in your lab areas:
· Always wear proper personal protective equipment when handling any hazardous materials containers. This includes safety glasses with side shields, chemical compatible gloves, lab coat, long pants, and closed-toe shoes.
· If a plastic container appears discolored, it may have become degraded. Handle the container very carefully. If possible, the contents should be properly disposed or transferred to a new container immediately.
· Regularly check your lab area for old samples and chemicals that are no longer needed. Follow good housekeeping practices and avoid unnecessary accumulations.
· Samples should be left in the lab areas only as long as the research requires.  Samples should be clearly identified with the researcher’s name, type of sample, and ”expiration” date so that they can be disposed when no longer needed. A Safety Alert has been previously issued regarding labeling of chemical containers and samples and is available on the EETD Safety website: http://eetd-ehs.lbl.gov/content/safety-alerts .
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Contact Ron Scholtz, EETD Safety Manager at X8137 for assistance with disposal of old samples or chemicals. You can also contact our Waste Generator Assistant, Amy Tanouye at X6896 for technical questions. 


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:rgscholtz:Desktop:IMG_5971.jpg]Old and discolored plastic containers that may be brittle. 
CAREFUL!
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