June 21, 2012Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

KNIFE SAFETY TIPS: CUT PREVENTION
EETD personnel have experienced several recent cut and puncture injuries. Improper use of tools, such as knives and razor blades, are factors contributing to these injuries. Here are some safety tips to help prevent this type of injury:
· Keep knife blades sharp. If the knife is sharp, it will slide through what you are cutting with little force.
· Don’t cut with the sharp edge towards you or your fingers. Cut AWAY from your body.
· Use a designated cutting mat for frequent cutting jobs.
· Don’t leave loose razor blades on tables or bench tops. Store razor blades in a labeled box.
· Dispose of used removable blades in a designated sharps container.
· Don’t leave sharp knives and blades loose in a drawer or toolbox. Someone might reach in!
· When carrying sharp tools, keep the cutting edge or sharp point toward the floor. Cover or shroud any sharp points or edges too.
· If you drop a knife, stand back and let it fall. Don’t try to catch it!
· The new styles of X-ACTO knife handles have a feature that prevents them from rolling.
· Consider using a knife that features a retractable blade. Keep retracted when not in use.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A short presentation has been developed for “On The Job” training of EETD personnel. It is being included with this Safety Alert for your use. Additional Safety Alerts regarding proper use of sharps (needles) and cleanup of broken glass are planned for the near future.
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