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Good Housekeeping in Work Areas Prevents Fires
On January 13, 2015 there was a fire in Building 70. The cause has been identified as a faulty personal radio that was stored on top of combustible boxes. The fire was large enough to trigger the area fire sprinkler system. This caused a great deal of flooding in the building and damage to the building electrical systems. Fortunately, nobody was injured. ETA personnel should consider the following lessons learned in maintaining their work areas.
1. All electrical equipment must be maintained in good condition. Plugs and cords should be checked for damage. Any damaged equipment must be immediately taken out of service and either repaired or scrapped.
2. Use of personal electronic items in work areas should be minimized. Any personal electronics brought to the lab must be listed as approved by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL) such as Underwriters Laboratory (UL).
3. Equipment that is not regularly used should be left unplugged until needed. Do not unplug by pulling on the cord as this can cause damage.
4. Old and unused electric equipment should be sent to salvage. We have previously identified large accumulations of old equipment taking up valuable workspace. In many instances, the equipment was damaged or does not meet NRTL requirements.
5. Storage of combustible materials such as cardboard boxes, paper, Styrofoam, and packing materials in work areas must be kept to a minimum. These must be stored away from sources of ignition. Do not place electronic equipment on top of these items.
6. Keep hood areas and countertops free of accumulations of unused chemical containers. Keep flammable solvents in secondary containment and away from sources of ignition such as hot plates. Store solvents in flammable storage cabinets when not in use.  
ETA management will continue walkthroughs of lab spaces. Housekeeping practices and overall appearance of the work areas is a primary focus. We have made significant progress over the past several years. Our efforts will need to continue! 
