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LBNL Electrical Equipment Inspection Program
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the National Electrical Code (NEC) specify that electrical equipment is allowable for use in the workplace only if it has been “Listed” or “Accepted” by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL). Equipment that has NOT been “Listed” or “Accepted” by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL) is not acceptable unless it has satisfactorily passed a documented safety analysis. In order to meet this requirement, LBNL has established the Electrical Equipment Inspection Program (EEIP). All EEIP information, including a link to PUB-3000, Chapter 14 is available at the following website: http://electricalsafety.lbl.gov/electrical-equipment-safety-program/
The following is a summary of the Electrical Equipment Inspection Program (EEIP) requirements. ETA personnel should be aware of these requirements when purchasing equipment for use in work areas:
1. The program applies to all electrical equipment that has a potential of 50 Volts AC or 100 Volts DC or greater anywhere in the equipment. This includes equipment that uses or connects to utility voltage (120-volts or greater), even if the voltage is reduced to less than 50 Volts AC or 100 Volts DC for utilization.
2. Equipment that does not connect to a source of power, e.g., battery powered, and is current limited to 0.005 Amps is not covered in the inspection program.
3. Electrical equipment that has been “listed” or “accepted” by a Nationally Recognized Testing Lab (NRTL), and is being used in accordance with its manufactured intent, is undamaged, and is unmodified may be used without any further approval process. The equipment will have a NRTL approval seal affixed. Example NRTL’s include: Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL), Intertek (ITS/ETL), Factory Mutual (FM), TUV Rheinland (TUV), and Curtis-Straus (CSL). Note: If you need to confirm NRTL listing of a piece of equipment, contact the ETA Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz at X8137.
4. It is not necessary to examine standard office equipment, supplies, and appliances, such as personal desktop/laptop computers, cell phone chargers, copiers, kitchen appliances, and desk lamps. This equipment is nearly always NRTL Listed. However, when such equipment is discovered to be Unlisted, it should either be replaced with its Listed equivalent or surveyed if the determination is that no Listed equivalent is commercially available.
5. Equipment that is not NRTL “listed” or “accepted” must first undergo a field evaluation and approval prior to use. This includes equipment brought to LBNL from any off-site location, including the UCB campus. If field evaluation and approval is needed for non-NRTL equipment, please contact Ron Scholtz, ETA Safety Manager at X8137. Arrangements will be made to have the equipment inspected by LBNL Electrical Safety. 
6. It is the responsibility of the Host LBNL employee to convey electrical equipment safety requirements to visiting scientists, interns, students, and other lab affiliates. 
7. Any equipment that fails electrical inspection must be removed from service. A red “fail” sticker is affixed to the equipment. The equipment will require repair by a Qualified Electrical Worker (QEW) prior to use or sent to scrap.
8. Equipment that fails may also be listed as “Conditionally Accepted” for up to 120 days by the electrical equipment inspector. It is labeled with a yellow CONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE label. The equipment may continue to be used as long as it is repaired within the 120 days.
9. An initialed, green “dot” approval sticker is affixed to equipment that is inspected and accepted as safe for use. 
10. The protocols for lab-made equipment are the same as for purchased equipment that is NRTL listed. All lab-made equipment needs to be inspected and found acceptable by LBNL Electrical Safety prior to being placed into use. The LBNL Engineering Division has primary authority over the design and construction of lab-made equipment. They should be first consulted in the event lab-made equipment is necessary. 
If you should have any questions about the Electrical Equipment Inspection Program (EEIP), please contact the ETA Electrical Safety Officer (ESO), Ari Harding X2566.
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