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SAFETY ALERT

Labeling Containers of Hazardous Materials in Laboratories
It is important for the health and safety and lab personnel and emergency response that all chemicals stored in our labs be clearly labeled.  During a recent inspection of EETD lab areas, there were a number of instances identified where secondary containers containing hazardous materials were not clearly identified for contents. The LBNL “Chemical Hygiene and Safety Plan” identifies requirements for labeling containers of hazardous materials produced in laboratories. A copy of the applicable section is attached to this Safety Alert.
In summary, your areas should meet the following:
1. The chemical identity must be clearly written on secondary containers. Use a permanent ink pen. The marking can be made directly on the container or through the use of stick-on label tape.
2. The hazard warning, owner name, and date transferred is not required on secondary containers in laboratories but is recommended.
3. Abbreviations and chemical formulae are permitted provided that the research personnel in the laboratory understand the nomenclature. 
4. There may be practical limitations to labeling small vials and tubes. An acceptable alternative is labeling of a tray or rack that holds multiple containers or a number/coding system provided that the material’s identity and hazards are readily accessible. This is by means of a lab notebook or spreadsheet available to research personnel.
5. Kits containing individual containers of hazardous materials are considered as primary containers and require no additional labeling if they get separated from the kit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you see containers of hazardous materials in your lab area that are not clearly identified, please make sure they are labeled as per the Chemical Hygiene and Safety Plan. If you are not sure of the contents, contact the EETD Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz, at X8137. A hazard determination will need to be made prior to removal and proper disposal. There should be no unidentified containers present in the lab spaces.
