June 17, 2013Environmental Energy Technologies Division
SAFETY ALERT

Labeling Containers of Hazardous Materials in Laboratories
Proper identification of chemical and sample containers is important for the safety of lab personnel and emergency responders. Chemicals that are not properly identified could be improperly handled or mixed. The LBNL “Chemical Hygiene and Safety Plan” identifies requirements for labeling containers of hazardous materials in laboratories: http://www.lbl.gov/ehs/chsp/html/training___info.shtml#Labeling
In summary, chemical containers should meet the following labeling requirements:
1. Chemical identification labels must be present on all primary chemical containers provided by the manufacturer. Do not remove or deface these labels.
2. When transferring chemicals, the chemical identity must also be clearly written on secondary containers such as bottles, beakers, and squeeze bottles. The marking can be made directly on the container, through the use of label tape, or a commercially available label. Use a permanent ink pen. 
3. The hazard warning, owner name, and date transferred is not required on secondary containers located in laboratories but is recommended.
4. Abbreviations and chemical formulae are permitted provided that the research personnel in the laboratory understand the nomenclature. 
5. There may be practical limitations to labeling small vials and tubes. An acceptable alternative is labeling of a tray or rack that holds multiple containers or a number/coding system provided that the material’s identity and hazards are readily accessible. This is by means of a lab notebook or spreadsheet available to research personnel.
6. Kits containing individual containers of hazardous materials are considered as primary containers and require no additional labeling if they get separated from the kit.
If have questions regarding chemical labels, contact your supervisor or the EETD Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz, at X8137. 
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Figure	2-	Squeeze	Bottle	Label	


