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Broken Glass Disposal Boxes
Hazards: Cuts, Improper Waste Disposal
Designated disposal boxes are commonly used in lab areas for collection of broken and damaged glassware. Broken glass can present a serious cut hazard, so it must be collected in a secure manner to prevent contact. In addition, the broken glass must be free of chemical, radiological, and biological hazards. The entire contents of the broken glass box are considered “non-hazardous trash.” Cardboard broken glass collection boxes in various sizes can be purchased on the eBuy system (VWR part #4900005-580).
The following precautions should be followed when using broken glass disposal boxes in lab areas:
A. When handling broken glass, use care and always wear appropriate personal protection such as thick gloves and safety glasses. Use tongs, dustpan and brush to collect glass shards.
B. When assembling the cardboard broken glass box, apply tape to the bottom joint for additional strength. Always insert the plastic liner provided with the box. Keep the assembled lid with inner flap secured to the box while in use.
C. Only uncontaminated broken glass and empty containers should be added to the broken glass collection box. If items are contaminated with hazardous chemicals, they must be placed in a designated hazardous waste container, identified with a completed red hazardous waste label, affixed, and placed into the Satellite Accumulation Area. DO NOT place these into the broken glass collection box! If hazardous waste is accidentally added to the broken glass collection box, the entire contents must be managed as hazardous waste. 
D. [bookmark: _GoBack]Once the box is full, carefully remove the top and fold the inner lid back over the opening. Seal the inner plastic liner with tape. Replace the top and firmly secure it to the box with tape.  Also secure the top flap with tape. Do not allow sharp glass to protrude from the box opening.
E. Clearly write “non-hazardous trash” on the outside of the box. Green “non-hazardous” labels can also be affixed.
F. Place the box outside the lab area for janitorial pick-up. If needed, submit a Facilities Work Order to request pick-up. The box is placed into the regular trash bin outside the building.

If you have questions regarding use of broken glassware boxes in your lab area, contact your supervisor or the ETA Safety Manager, Ron Scholtz, at X8137.
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Example Broken Glass Boxes with Top- Available from VWR
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Example “Non-Hazardous Waste” Label- Available on B62 and B70 Bulletin Boards
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