


Operating circuit breakers: Circuit breakers may be used as switches under certain conditions. Use the following precautions when operating a circuit breaker for any reason. 
· Stand to the side of the distribution panel and look away when operating the handle. Avoid reaching across the panel to operate the circuit breakers. 
· Wear the following PPE: 
· 100% natural-fiber (nonsynthetic) long-sleeve shirt 
· 100% natural-fiber (nonsynthetic) long pants
· Flame-resistant clothing may be worn if desired, but synthetic clothing may not be worn under flame-resistant clothing 
· Safety glasses
· Ear plugs
· Leather gloves
· Circuit breakers operating at 480 V or more shall be operated only by qualified personnel.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tripped circuit breakers: Circuit breakers are designed to automatically shut off, or trip, when one of two conditions occur. The first is a defect in the circuit or equipment, causing a short circuit or ground fault. Resetting a tripped circuit breaker into a short circuit or ground-fault condition can be extremely hazardous. The second condition is an overload caused by too many electrical devices on the circuit. If it is obvious that the trip was caused by an overload condition, LBNL policy permits correcting the overload condition (i.e., unplugging enough devices to adequately decrease the load) and resetting the circuit breaker one time, using the precautions described above. If the circuit breaker trips again, a qualified person must be notified to conduct an investigation before attempting to reset the circuit breaker. 
· Any circuit-breaker condition not corrected as above shall be corrected only by a qualified person. Contact the Facilities or Engineering Division for assistance. 
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