4th of July Safety Tips

This most American of holidays will be marked by flags, parades, road trips, fireworks and backyard barbecues across the country. Here are a few safety tips you should keep in mind:
1. There will be a lot of people on the road. Some probably should not be driving. Always drive defensively and don’t assume the “other guy” knows what they’re doing. Stay alert!
2. If you are outdoors, stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water and use sun screen to protect exposed skin. 
3. Always keep your BBQ grill supervised when in use. Never add starter fluid when the coals are already ignited.
4. If using fireworks, always read and follow the instructions. Many cities have strict ordinances regarding the use of certain types of fireworks. Make sure you are aware of these restrictions and follow them.
5. Do not allow children to use fireworks alone. They should always be under the supervision of a responsible adult.
6. Never point or throw fireworks at another person or at animals.
7. Use fireworks outdoors only.
8. Use fireworks away from dry debris or other combustible materials. Have a source of water available just in case.
9. There are 8,500 fireworks-related injuries every year. Of those, 2,000 are eye injuries. A sparkler can burn at 1,800 degrees F and account for 3/4 of injuries to young children.
10. Dogs and cats can be very sensitive to loud noises and bright flashes. Make sure they have a safe space to go. It might not be a good idea to bring them to public displays.
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Have a Safe and Sane 4th of July Holiday!

